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The 'Industrial Revolution' was a pivotal point in British history that occurred between the mid-
eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries and led to far reaching transformations of society. With
the advent of revolutionary manufacturing technology productivity boomed. Machines were used
to spin and weave cloth, steam engines were used to provide reliable power, and industry was
fed by the construction of the first railways, a great network of arteries feeding thefactories. Cities
grew as people shifted from agriculture to industry and commerce. Hand in hand with the growth
of cities came rising levels of pollution and disease. Many people lost their jobs to the new
machinery, whilst working conditions in the factories were grim and pay was low. As the
middleclasses prospered, social unrest ran through the working classes, and the exploitation of
workers led to the growth of trade unions and protest movements.In this Very Short Introduction,
Robert C. Allen analyzes the key features of the Industrial Revolution in Britain, and the spread
of industrialization to other countries. He considers the factors that combined to enable
industrialization at this time, including Britain's position as a global commercial empire, and
discusses the changes in technology and business organization, and their impact on different
social classes and groups. Introducing the 'winners' and the 'losers' of theIndustrial Revolution,
he looks at how the changes were reflected in evolving government policies, and what
contribution these made to the economic transformation.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

About the AuthorRobert C. Allen is Global Distinguished Professor of Economic History at New
York University Abu Dhabi research university, and a Senior Research Fellow of Nuffield
College, Oxford. Allen has written on English agricultural history, international competition in the
steel industry, the extinction ofwhales, and contemporary policies on education. His articles
have won the Cole Prize, the Redlich Prize, and the Explorations Prize. His books include
Enclosure and the Yeoman: The Agricultural Development of the South Midlands, 1450-1850
(2009), and Farm to Factory: A Re-interpretation of theSoviet Industrial Revolution (2003), both
of which won the Ranki Prize of the Economic History Association, The British Industrial
Revolution in Global Perspective (2009), and Global Economic History: A Very Short
Introduction (2011). Robert Allen is a Fellow of the British Academy and the RoyalSociety of
Canada.--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Randall Parker, “Succinct history of the original industrial revolution and how some countries
copied it. The reasons why the industrial revolution happened in Britain first has been debated
by many scholars at length. You have to read multiple longer books to understand all the
proposed causes. But this book is a good way to get started and is written by an expert on the
subject.The most interesting part of the book is nearer the end where Allen describes how
Britain's success led to deindustrialization in countries outside of Britain because they could not
compete. Then he describes how some countries used tariffs and other strategies to build up
their own industries. This did not work everywhere. His explanations why are too brief and left
me dissatisfied on that question.China'srise has driven deindustrialization in some countries and
industries. The results are a mixed bag that deserves a book of it's own.”

Ryan H., “Answers deep historical questions. Allen deserves much praise for tackling some of
the deepest historical questions, such as why the industrial revolution first happened in Britain.
He prioritizes the role of manufacturing in economic growth, which is what we might expect, until
we notice that he does not fully explain the role of the environment, both as source of growth
through increased energy extraction (which he does address briefly) and as a repository for
wastes and byproducts (which he does not address). These environmental components of
industrialization must be treated alongside manufacturing and its related historical themes of
growth and progress. Allen barely problematizes these themes, except when discussing relative
change across class and nation, but rather depends on current economic thinking to define
them. Overall, this is necessary reading for those interested in how technology works at the
scale of global economies.”

Joel, “The best first book to buy on the Industrial Revolution.. This little book gives an excellent
overview and gives the textile industry its proper place in history. I was particularly pleased that
it explained principles often mentioned but not explained in other texts e.g. pg 79-81 explains
Corn law, Schumpter, and Mathus. It also discusses Creative Destruction which I now
understand but never hear of in other texts. Provides some insights not found in other books e.g.
Chartist and how they had petitioned the Parliament with 3 million signatures for the right to vote
and were turned down. No wonder many people left England for more progressive freedoms
and rights.”

Jessica, “Bought this book to use with my high school sophomores .... Bought this book to use
with my high school sophomores. It's digestible, written in an interesting way, and contains
several short chapters of about 15 pages each, so I don't feel guilty assigning them a chapter
every other night. This is my first introduction to this series, but there are a lot of books within this
series that look promising. Hopefully they're all as well written as this one!”



Monazite, “Great summary text. This was a great book to start my reading on the industrial
revolution. It explained the history well and in an interesting way. The references are a great list
of other books to read.”

OneLAXMom, “True to the description. Description accurate!”

David Grant, “Four Stars. FASCINATING REVIEWING THE STUFF WE LEARNT AT SCHOOL.”

Larry J. Meersman, “There is no such thing as perfection.. There is always room for
improvement.”

Michael Morton, “Good business. This is a very good example of the VSI series. I have read
many of them, and not all of them are appealing. Some are republished works and some are out
of date. But Robert Allen is able to write very clearly set the industrial revolution firmly in context
and have some very interesting insights, particularly the notion of evolving inventions and the
fact that many of the inventions were improved upon while they were working. I would
recommend this as an introduction to the Industrial Revolution. My only grumble is a generic one
again – that the type is very small. I had to read it with a magnifyinvg glass. No great
inconvenience but something to think about.”

Fulk Nerra, “Or have a fine base to build upon for deeper knowledge. This little book is first rate.
Read it in conjunction with his other book in this series - Global Economic History - and you will
know all you need to know on the big picture of modern economic history. Or have a fine base to
build upon for deeper knowledge. Either way: time well spent.”

S. McHugh, “The ONLY man to read on the Industrial Revolution. I have never given any one five
stars before but Professor Allen deserves them. His analysis is the only plausible explanation of
why the Industrial Revolution hapened in Britain and not elsewhere first.”

J. Ll Thomas, “Excellent.. Excellent review with scope for further reading if required.”

The book by Robert C. Allen has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 75 people have provided feedback.
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